
The Ruhr region—a region that 
embraces change and needs 
talent. In the heart of Europe, 
surrounded by 53 cities, you will 
study in a practical, international, 
and future-oriented environment. 
Here, your career is within reach.

Arrive,
get started,

stay.
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Metropolitan
Area Ruhr
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The region is undergoing a transformation: it is both rich in 
tradition and forward-looking. With research-intensive universities, 
excellent links between science and industry, and high demand for 
skilled workers, the region offers ideal prospects—both today and 
tomorrow.

Welcome to the Ruhr region – one 
of Europe‘s most exciting areas of 
transformation.

Where heavy industry once stood, innovation 
is now flourishing. Here, science, business, 
and practice come together to form a career 
stepping stone for people from all over the 
world.

Study the future. 
Start your career. 
In the Ruhr region.

Metropolitan 
Area Ruhr
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The Ruhr metropolis is transforming  
into a key region of the future

The Ruhr Metropolis is one of the most 
dynamic regions for higher education 
and innovation. At Bochum University 
of Applied Sciences, Fachhochschule 
Dortmund – University of Applied Sciences  
and Arts, and Westphalian University of 
Applied Sciences, you can pursue career-
oriented, interdisciplinary studies in the 
heart of a rapidly changing metropolis.

Three research-intensive universities 
of applied sciences, a close network 
of industry, small and medium-sized 
enterprises, and science, as well as 

numerous real-world laboratories and start-
ups offer you more than just theory. 

Even during your studies, you will have 
direct access to exciting projects, 
valuable contacts, and genuine career 
opportunities. 

In the Ruhr region, we not only train, but 
retain and promote talent. Study in a 
place where ideas grow, networks are 
strong, and career prospects are right on 
your doorstep. In this region, we need the 
people who study here.
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Where your studies
make your career
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In the Ruhr region, universities, 
companies, and opportunities are all 
close together. Students here can 
find internships, working student 
positions, and career opportunities 
right on their doorstep.  
From start-ups to global corporations, 
the career opportunities are diverse 
and international.
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Theses with companies

Study where the future is 
being shaped – Careers 
in the Ruhr region
With its unique mix of traditional 
companies, medium-sized businesses, and 
start-ups, the Ruhr region is one of Europe‘s 
strongest economic regions. It offers 
students ideal career opportunities right on 
their doorstep.

Gain valuable practical experience while 
you study: Thanks to close cooperation 
between our universities and regional 
companies, as well as practice-oriented 
teaching, you will establish contacts with 
the business world at an early stage. This 
often leads to career opportunities even 
before graduation, and your studies remain 
practical rather than purely theoretical.

Internships in industry 
and small and medium- 

sized businesses

Working student positions

during your studies
Career opportunities

Research projects  
in companies

Support from Career 
Services at all of our 
three universities of 
applied sciences
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The metropolitan region is home 
to more than 150,000 companies, 
including global players such as RWE, 
Evonik, Thyssenkrupp, and Volkswagen 
Infotainment, as well as numerous 
specialized medium-sized businesses. 
At the same time, a lively start-up scene 
is growing, particularly in the areas of IT, 
green tech, and mobility.

You are also well positioned internationally: 
many companies are specifically looking 
for international specialists, especially in 
the engineering, IT and business sectors. 
This makes it easier to get started  
and improves your career prospects  
in Germany.

In short: the Ruhr region offers not only a 
practical education, but also real career 
prospects.

1 North Rhine-Westphalia 
2 https://www.wirtschaft.nrw/nrw-startup-reports

150.000 + Companies  
in the region

1.900 Start-ups  
in NRW1

2.300 Start-up companies founded 
in NRW1 since 20202

When you study here, you can stay and shape the future
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A region
undergoing change. 

with a future.
A region
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The Ruhr region has reinvented itself – 
from the industrial heart of Germany to  
a center for innovative developments. 
Here, experience meets renewal,  
industrial history meets future 
technologies.
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Tradition meets 
transformation – 
the Ruhr region as a 
region of the future
The Ruhr region is one of the pioneers of 
structural change. Where coal mines and 
steelworks once dominated the landscape, 
real-world laboratories, research centers, 
and sustainable industrial projects are 
now springing up. This renewal is not only 
visible—it is coming to life.

It is precisely this experience that makes 
the Ruhr region a true region of the 
future: it knows change and uses it as an 
opportunity for development. Universities, 
companies, and local authorities work 
closely together to break new ground in 
energy, mobility, digitalization, and urban 
development.
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Start-ups and tech communities benefit 
from the region‘s openness and pioneering 
spirit. More than 8,000 start-ups are set 
up in North Rhine-Westphalia every year 
– many of them in the Ruhr metropolitan 
area. Numerous support programs 
and innovation centers help with their 
implementation. At the same time, many 
companies have their roots in the industry 
and are now actively driving forward the 
transformation.  
Whether it‘s Thyssenkrupp with green 
steel, RWE with the energy transition, or 
E.ON with smart city solutions: the Ruhr 
region is generating momentum that 
extends far beyond the region itself. 
Transformation can also be experienced 
culturally – for example, on the Industrial 
Heritage Trail, where former industrial 
sites are now places for art, science, and 
exchange. 
The Ruhr region is ready for the future – 
and asks for young, international talent to 
help shape this path. By studying here, you 
will become part of a region that can and 
wants to change.
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Bochum University of Applied Sciences, 
Dortmund University of Applied Sciences and 
Arts, and Westphalian University of Applied 
Sciences stand for practical studies, personal 
support, and excellent prospects. Their close 
cooperation with companies and joint projects, 
e.g., in the ruhrvalley network, make all the 
difference—for studies and careers.

Practical studies. 
Excellent networking

opportunities.
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Three universities, 
one goal: your success
Three research-intensive universities of 
applied sciences await you in the Ruhr  
region – each with its own profile, but  
with a common goal:  
to offer you an application-oriented degree 
program with actual future prospects.

Bochum University of Applied Sciences, 
Fachhochschule Dortmund – University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts, and 
Westphalian University of Applied 
Sciences stand for excellent teaching, 
individual support, and strong networking 
with companies. Their degree programs are 
tailored to the requirements of the job market 
– from technology and IT to economics, 
design, architecture, and health & social 
sciences.

We have many professors  
who have come directly from 

the industry. We benefit greatly 
from this! For example, through 
real projects, exciting laboratory 

work, close cooperation with 
companies, and practical 

theses.
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The three universities are also well 
positioned internationally, offering English-
language courses, exchange programs, 
international partner universities, and 
welcome services for students from all 
over the world. 

In the joint innovation network ruhrvalley, 
all three universities work on topics such 
as sustainable mobility, digitization, and 
energy technologies—together with over 50 
partners from industry and research. Real-
world laboratories, start-up support, and 
application-oriented research makes the 
region a pioneering university location.

Short distances, individual support, 
practical learning, and a direct link to the 
working world make studying here so 
attractive. When you study in the Ruhr 
region, you are sure to be well connected 
and best prepared for your career.

 10,000 students  13,800 students  7,000 students

3 locations 
central and health 
campus Bochum, 
Heiligenhaus

1 location 
Dortmund 3 locations 

Gelsenkirchen, Bocholt, 
Recklinghausen

 70+ degree 
programs  70+ degree 

programs  40+ degree 
programs
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An entire region
full of possibilities.
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More than five million people live in 53 cities 
in the Ruhr region – each with a unique 
character, yet all closely connected. Whether 
industrial culture or trendy neighborhoods, 
street food or stadium experiences – the 
Ruhr metropolis is diverse, lively, and 
affordable. A place full of possibilities and 
space for everyone who wants to discover 
and experience more.
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53 cities, one way of life: 
Welcome to the  
Ruhr Metropolis

Dortmund

Herne

Bochum

Recklinghausen

Gelsenkirchen

Essen
Duisburg

Oberhausen

Ruhr region

The Ruhr region is not only a singular 
city – it is a metropolis comprising 53 
cities. Each city has an individual style, 
a separate history and defined locations. 
Together, they form one of the largest 
and most vibrant regions in Europe: over 
five million people, diverse cultures, short 
distances, and an impressive mix of urban 
life, nature, and history.

Whether Bochum, Dortmund, or 
Gelsenkirchen – everywhere you go,  
you‘ll find exciting places to live, learn,  
and discover. Attend a lecture in Dortmund 
one day and go to a concert in Essen the 
next. The well-developed local transport 
network allows you to get from one city to 
the other quickly and easily.
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The Ruhr region stands for diversity in 
action. People from over 170 nations 
live here together. This openness also 
shapes everyday life at the universities. 
International students quickly make 
friends, for example when living together 
in one of the various student residences or 
joining any of the plenty student initiatives.

It is also very practical to live here: 
compared to many other regions in 
Germany, the cost of living is moderate, 
especially for the rent. This leaves more 
scope for leisure, culture, and travel.

And there is more than enough of 
that here: trendy districts such as the 
Kreuzviertel in Dortmund, the Bochum 
suburb Ehrenfeld, or the Bermuda Triangle 
in Bochum invite you to explore. Disused 
industrial sites have been turned into 
parks, museums, or clubs, bringing history 
to life.

The Ruhr region surprises, inspires,  
and gives you space to settle in.  
Whether you‘re a football fan, museum  
lover, or nature enthusiast, everyone can 
find their own niche and a community  
that connects them here.

Since at least the 1950s, the “German 
currywurst“ has been part of the snack 
culture in the Ruhr region—for many, a 
symbol of down-to-earth everyday culture. 
To this day, Berlin and the Ruhr region 
argue about its origins. One thing is clear: 
both regions have shaped their currywurst, 
but ours is better.

3

3	 The German Currywurst

Currywurst belongs  
to the Ruhr region.  

Anything else is nonsense!
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Your life aside
your studies
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The Ruhr region offers leisure activities to suit 
every taste. Whether it‘s popular sports, special 
experiences, or thrilling Bundesliga football, we 
offer something for everyone. Our universities of 
applied sciences also contribute to this, offering a 
wide range of sports courses, cultural events, and 
other extras that enrich student life.
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Sporty, cultural,  
committed – this is how 
your studies come to life
The region offers a wide range of leisure 
activities. If you enjoy jogging, climbing, 
swimming, or yoga, you will find a diverse 
range of courses and modern sports 
facilities at the universities of applied 
sciences in Bochum, Dortmund and 
Gelsenkirchen. You can even try out less 
common activities such as bouldering, 
rowing, or kitesurfing.

For football fans, the Ruhr region is a 
real highlight. Three Bundesliga clubs—
Borussia Dortmund, VfL Bochum, and FC 
Schalke 04—provide exciting games and 
a thrilling german football culture. Many 
students experience the games live in the 
stadium with discounted tickets or watch 
them together at public viewing events.

In addition to sports, there is a wide range 
of cultural activities: theaters, concerts, 
festivals, and student initiatives create 

numerous opportunities to get involved, 
discover new things, and meet other 
people. In addition, our universities of 
applied sciences have special offers for 
students. With discounted tickets, creative 
workshops, and events related to careers 
and networking, your student life will be 
even more diverse.
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 5.1 M.
Residents

 170+
nationalities

53 Cities

3
Bundesliga clubs:  
Borussia Dortmund,  
FC Schalke 04,  
VfL Bochum

In your free time, you can enjoy nature in the 
Ruhr region: over 100 lakes, numerous parks, 
and the green surrounding countryside invite 
you to go on excursions and relax. Whether 
it‘s a bike ride along the Ruhr or a relaxing 
day at Lake Baldeney, here you can clear 
your head after university.

The Ruhr region combines urban life with 
lots of green space and a strong sense of 
community. This will make your studies not 
only successful, but also unforgettable.

 600,000
Students in NRW
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The Ruhr region is conveniently located 
in the heart of Europe. Your semester 
ticket allows unlimited travel on public 
and regional transport throughout North 
Rhine-Westphalia and often throughout 
Germany—perfect for discovering cities, 
nature, and culture. Exciting cities such as 
Amsterdam, Brussels, and Paris are only a 
few hours away.

Right in the heart
of Germany

– and in the middle
of Europe
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Discover the world from 
here – comfortably,  
affordably, quickly
The Ruhr region not only offers you an 
exciting degree program and a wide range 
of leisure activities—it is also an ideal 
starting point for travel. Thanks to one of 
the best local transport systems in Europe, 
you are well connected: with your semester 
ticket you are free to travel on public and 
regional transport using fixed routes in the 
region and beyond.  
This makes it easy to reach important 
cities such as Düsseldorf, Cologne, 
Münster, and Essen.

For longer trips, you can start at easily 
accessible train stations such as 
Dortmund central station or Essen 
central station. In just 1.5 to 3 hours, 
you can reach metropole cities such as 
Berlin, Hamburg or Munich. International 
destinations are also easily accessible: 
Düsseldorf Airport offers direct flights to 
European capitals and popular holiday 
destinations.
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“The Ruhrgebiet [sic] is a nice 
place. It can be very beneficial 
and reasonable in terms of 
living costs and in terms of 
being surrounded by great 
cities. You can travel more, 
you can explore more!“

– Rangga Dewata Putra 
Mechanical engineering student

Popular destinations 
for excursions by train 
from here include:

North Rhine-Westphalia itself also offers 
numerous highlights: the Sauerland and Eifel 
nature parks are easily accessible by train, 
as are the Rhine river cruise and the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site Zollverein–a Coal Mine 
Industrial Complex in Essen.

With the Ruhr metropolis as your starting 
point, the whole of Germany and Europe 
are open to you – perfect for international 
students who want to experience and 
discover more.

4:00 hours  Amsterdam 
The city of canals, museums, 
and vibrant culture.

3:00 hours  Brussels  
EU capital with history  
and multicultural flair.

4:00 hours  Paris  
A cosmopolitan city of fashion, 
art, and gastronomy—easily 
accessible with Eurostar.

The semester ticket  
gives you mobility:  

not only can you use it to 
travel to university every day, 
but you can also explore new 

places, make friends, and 
enjoy a wide range of leisure 

activities at no extra cost.
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Legal notice
The Hochschulallianz Ruhr (Higher 
Education Alliance Ruhr) is an association 
of the three major universities of applied 
sciences in the Ruhr metropolitan area. 
Bochum University of Applied Sciences, 
Fachhochschule Dortmund – University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts, and 

Westphalian University of Applied Sciences 
work closely together in the areas of 
research, teaching, and transfer to promote 
innovation and support teachers, students, 
local authorities, businesses, and the 
development of the region.

Photo HS BO: © Jörg Hempel 
Photo FH DO: © Fachhochschule Dortmund / Mike Henning 
Photo WH: © Westfälische Hochschule Gelsenkirchen 
Photo Exzenterhaus: © Theresa Gosch

Additional photos: stock.adobe.com und gettyimages.de

Icons: thenounproject.com
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What counts 
here is who 
you are, not 
where you 
come from.

Study in the Ruhr region now!

www.study-here.hochschulallianzruhr.de

Discover the 
universities of the

Ruhr region



Supported by:

Hochschulallianz Ruhr 
Bebelstraße 20
44623 Herne 
GERMANY

www.hochschulallianz.ruhr


